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How the New Directory came about 
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 The RSS reception desk receives 1 or 2 calls a week asking if 
they can recommend a consultant. 
 

 The RSS charter forbids them from favouring a particular 
member over another. 
 

 Therefore they have to direct them to the Consultants 
Directory on the RSS website. 
 

 The older versions of the directory have varied from 
unhelpful to shocking. 
 

 Despite this, at times I have been able to attribute up to 10% 
of my income from enquiries that came via the directory. 
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Timeline of the New Directory 
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 End-2013 – PAC (Professional Affairs Committee) directs me 
to set up a working party to design a New Directory. 
 

 Jan-July 2014 – The working party drafts the specification. 
 Consisted of me, Tony O’Hagan, Carolyn Craggs, Roland 

Caulcutt & Andrew Cockayne. 

 
 September 2014 – Specification delivered to the Developers. 

 
Q2 2015 – Work starts on implementing the specification. 

 
 July 2015 – test version created and tested. 

 
 Sept 2015 – New directory goes live. 
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Your Username is your Membership 
number unless you joined RSS in 2015 in 
which case it will be your email address. 
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The MyRSS Page - PROFILE 
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The MyRSS Page – CONSULTANTS 1 
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What a Searcher will see - PROFILE 
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What a Searcher will see - SPECIALISM 
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What a Searcher will see - BACKGROUND 
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3. How to Help Searchers Find You 
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www.rss.org.uk/consultants 
A link from the Home Page will be added once enough  

Cstats have put up their profiles. 
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2 

1. EXACT MATCH - Profiles with 
exact matches to these words 
in the same consecutive order 
will be returned first. 
 
2. COMPLETE MATCH - Profiles 
that contain these exact words 
anywhere but are not 
consecutive will be returned, 
but after the exact matches. 

3. PARTIAL MATCH - Profiles that 
contain some of these exact 
words will be returned.  Profiles 
that contain none of these words 
will not be returned. 
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Guidance is based around 
the RSS strapline of “Data-
Evidence-Decisions”. 
 
Searchers encouraged to 
identify nature of their 
problem and use 
associated keywords.  
Examples are given here. 
 
Rather than industry 
based searches, we are 
encouraging searchers to 
use departmental related 
keywords as shown in the 
examples. 
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Key Points to Note 
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1. Use the language of your prospective clients in your 
profile, not the language of statisticians. 

2. Focus on what you are good at rather than trying to 
capture everything that you could potentially do. 

3. Remember that your profile can contain links to your 
website & LinkedIn profile so don’t make it too long. 

4. As CStats, you have undertaken to abide by the RSS Fellows 
Code of Conduct.  This means - 

a. Do not mislead the prospective client as to your experience, 
capabilities and skills. 

b. In particular, make it explicit what your consultant status is 
i.e. independent, attached to university, moonlighting for 
pocket money, etc. 
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4. Future Developments 
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This Time the Directory Will Evolve! 
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 Search Guidance PDF download will be kept up to date. 
 Feel free to email your suggestions! 

 

 Search terms used by searchers will be tracked. 
 We will keep you up to date on what terms are being used. 
 How we do this is not yet decided so do give us your ideas. 

 

 In 6 to 12 months time we will carry out a review of how 
well the directory has worked and make modifications if 
needed. 
 We expect this to involve a survey of consultants and clients 

(if possible). 
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Some Ideas to Consider 
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 Should we provide guidance to searchers on how to engage 
a consultant?   
 This could list the things we expect from a client and what the 

client can expect from a consultant. 

 
 Should we provide guidance on consultant fees? 

 The ASA have carried out surveys of consultant fees and 
provide a breakdown by industry, level of education, etc. 
 

Would it be worthwhile adding a facility to allow searchers 
to mass email all consultants with a description of their 
problem? 
 This feature does not yet exist but we did ask the developers 

to build the directory in such a way that this could be added. 
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